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In addition to the first freeze of the season, lowa
experienced drier weather this past week; however,
wet field conditions remained an issue for farmers as
they were limited to 3.1 days suitable for fieldwork
during the week ending October 13, 2019, according
to the USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service.
Field work activities included chopping silage and
harvesting hay, seed corn, soybeans and corn for grain.

Topsoil moisture condition was rated 0 percent very
short, 1 percent short, 68 percent adequate and
31 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture condition was
rated O percent very short, 1 percent short, 73 percent
adequate and 26 percent surplus.

Nearly all of the corn crop has reached the dented
stage or beyond at 97 percent statewide, with 72
percent reaching maturity, 3 weeks behind last year
and 15 days behind average. Seven percent of corn has
been harvested for grain, 18 days behind last year and
nearly 2 weeks behind average. Corn condition
remained unchanged from the previous week at
65 percent good to excellent. Ninety-seven percent of
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The third cutting of alfalfa hay reached 92 percent,
over 3 weeks behind average. Pasture condition rated
45 percent good to excellent. Livestock have dealt
with large temperature fluctuations the past 2 weeks
and feedlots remain muddy.

Soybeans Harvested - lowa
For the Second Week of October
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Crop Condition as of October 13, 2019

h b has b lori b q | Iltem Very poor Poor Fair Good | Excellent
t2 ¢ SO{ %arrl\c ré)[; asbegun golgréng OL ﬁyoc? , Nearly (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent)
_vvee S. enhind last year an ays oenin avera_ge. Com 2 7 26 53 12
Eighty-five percent of the crop has begun dropping Soybeans ....... 2 6 28 53 11
H H Pasture and
leaves, 15 days behind last year and 10 days behind ange 3 1 0 20 5
average. Seventeen percent of soybeans have been
harvested, 9 days behind last year and 11 days behind
average. Soybean condition rated 64 percent good to
excellent.
Crop Progress as of October 13, 2019
Districts State
Item i i
nw | N | Ne | we | EC | sw | sc | sg | s | Last | Last | Syr
week | week year |average
(percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent)
Corndented ........cccovuveeeiiineans 96 98 99 95 98 99 97 95 95 97 94 100 100
Corn Mature .........cccevevvvennnnnnnnns 70 57 69 70 84 75 73 72 82 72 52 97 94
Corn harvested for grain........... 6 3 5 5 10 7 6 17 7 3 17 20
Hay, alfalfa, third cutting........... 99 99 98 98 99 95 94 80 91 92 90 100 99
Soybeans coloring.................... 97 99 98 98 99 97 92 89 95 97 92 100 100
Soybeans dropping leaves........ 86 97 91 90 90 80 77 60 75 85 68 97 95
Soybeans harvested................. 25 20 16 20 20 14 11 4 13 17 5 19 43
Days Suitable for Fieldwork and Soil Moisture Condition as of October 13, 2019
Districts State
Item This Last Last
NW NC NE wcC C EC SwW SC SE week week year
(days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days)
Days suitable............ 3.3 3.2 2.9 3.1 2.6 3.9 2.5 1.6 4.7 3.1 1.6 0.8
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Topsoil moisture
Very short .............. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Short ....eveeeeeeeiinnns 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 1 2 0
Adequate ............... 76 77 71 74 62 57 64 48 7 68 63 40
Surplus .....ccceeeenee. 24 23 29 26 38 43 36 52 14 31 35 60
Subsoil moisture
Very short 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Short ........ . 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 14 1 3 2
Adequate 71 85 82 72 77 57 63 61 83 73 71 49
Surplus .....cceveneee. 29 15 17 28 23 43 37 39 3 26 26 48
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IOWA PRELIMINARY WEATHER SUMMARY
Provided by Justin Glisan, Ph.D., State Climatologist
lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship

Reports from the lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship and maps from the Midwestern
Regional Climate Center reflect data collected from 7:00 A.M. Central Time on October 7, 2019, through 7:00
A.M. Central Time on October 13, 2019.

The first full week of October was unseasonably wet across much of central and southwestern lowa with general
precipitation departures ranging from 0.25 inch to 1.25 inches. Swaths of northwestern and eastern lowa reported anywhere
from 0.25 inch to 0.50 inch below average precipitation. Cooler than normal conditions also prevailed statewide with
majority of the state experiencing the first freeze of the season. The statewide average temperature was 49.1 degrees,
3.8 degrees colder than expected.

Light showers moved through extreme southeastern lowa during Sunday (6™) afternoon with only a handful of stations
reporting between one to two tenths of an inch. Mostly sunny conditions were observed across the rest of the state. High
temperatures were in the low to mid 60s with a light westerly wind. Overnight lows were near to slightly cooler than average,
generally in the low to mid 40s. Monday (7") was warm and pleasant with highs reaching into the upper 60s and low 70s
under clear skies. A high pressure center over Missouri allowed these conditions to continue into Tuesday (8", though
temperatures were slightly warmer as winds shifted to a southerly direction. The statewide average high was 70 degrees,
five degrees above normal. Wind speeds increased throughout the day, ranging from 15 to 25 mph with gusts up to 35 mph
across northern lowa. Temperatures into Wednesday (9™) morning fell into the low to mid 50s, on average three degrees
above normal. The weather pattern began to shift through the afternoon as a strong low pressure system over the Dakotas
continued to move through the Upper Midwest. Showers and thunderstorms slowly moved into western lowa during the
evening and expanded across much of lIowa’s eastern half. Waves of rain continued across the state into Thursday (12'")
with the low pressure gaining strength over Minnesota as the attendant cold front slowly moved across lowa.

Stations across Iowa’s northwestern quadrant began registering the first freezing and below freezing temperatures of the
season during the morning hours of Friday (11" as the cold front continued to push out of lowa. Precipitation totals topped
1.00 inch at over 20 reporting sites with a gauge in Churdan (Greene County) observing 1.81 inches; the statewide average
was 0.33 inch. Brisk easterly winds and cloudy skies held daytime temperatures in the mid 30s across northern lowa into
the low 40s across the south with the average statewide reading at 41 degrees, 23 degrees below normal. Windy conditions
continued throughout the night and into Saturday (12'") morning with gradually clearing skies. Without cloud cover, low
temperatures plummeted into the upper 20s and low 30s, producing the first widespread killing freeze of the season for
much of lowa. At 29 degrees, the average low temperature was 11 degrees below normal. The first snowflakes of the season
were also reported in northern and eastern lowa with Swea City (Kossuth County) reporting two inches of snow. Multiple
stations also reported a trace to 0.80 inch in Sanborn (O’Brien County). Lows into Sunday (13") rebounded slightly from
the previous night, ranging from 27 degrees at stations in northern lowa to 37 degrees in Cedar Rapids (Linn County); the
statewide average low was 30 degrees.

Weekly precipitation totals ranged from 0.02 inch at Dubugue Regional Airport (Dubuque County) to 2.60 inches in Coon
Rapids (Carroll County). The statewide weekly average precipitation was 0.72 inch, 0.12 inch above normal. The week’s
high temperature of 74 degrees was reported on the 7" in De Soto (Harrison County) and on the 8" at Spencer Municipal
Airport (Clay County), nine degrees above average. Holstein (Ida County) and Shagbark Hills (Woodbury County) reported
the week’s low temperature of 26 degrees on the 12", This reading was on average 14 degrees below normal.
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Temperature and Precipitation Maps, courtesy of the Midwestern Regional Climate Center, are available at: http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/CLIMATE/
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